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“LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION”:

AND THE WINNER IS….. WINTER 
CONGRESS 2009

The March edition of the CNSA News saw us calling for 

your submissions as to who should host Winter Congress 

2009.

It’s been a tough decision and thanks to all of you who took 

the time to promote your local area.  We are delighted to 

announce the winner is The CNSA Hunter Group.  Special 

thanks and commendation go to Kim Adler and Catherine 

Johnson for their outstanding submission.

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

We are now calling on Hunter CNSA members, interested 

in assisting in the planning and organising of this key 

event, to come forward and nominate to be part of our 

enthusiastic committee.

Please forward all expressions of interest to Lisa Bartley, 

Chairperson CNSA Hunter Group: ldbart@iinet.net.au by 

31 May 2008.

CNSA EDUCATION COMMITTEE /
EDCAN UPDATE

EdCaN is a national project funded by Cancer Australia as 

part of their Strengthening Cancer Care initiative for 2005 

to 2009, to develop and implement a national professional 

development program for nurses to become specialised in 

cancer care. The EdCaN project team, in conjunction with 

the CNSA, will be launching The National Framework for 

Cancer Nursing at the 11th CNSA Winter Congress.  

Currently EdCaN work is focused on the completion and 

trialling of educational packages to enable nurses to gain 

the knowledge and skills to practise at a specialist cancer 

nurse level.  

CNSA is an important partner in the EdCaN project and 

has a representative on the EdCaN National Steering 

Committee – Linda Barrett. The CNSA Education 

Committee has been actively involved in EdCaN. 

The National Workforce Development Framework for 

Cancer Nursing aims to define what the framework for 

cancer nursing in Australia should be. It describes the 

context of nursing in cancer control; proposes a model for 

the development of the workforce; articulates the core 

values of cancer nurses; and provides an overview of 

pathways for the development of competencies in cancer 

nursing. The Education Committee has extensively 

critiqued these materials produced by EdCaN.

Another area of recent focus has been the joint EdCaN /

CNSA Proposal to Develop Possible Models of 

Recognition for Specialist Cancer Nurses. This proposal 

is a response to consider processes to formally recognise 

cancer nursing as a distinct specialty in Australia.  EdCaN

and CNSA jointly propose to investigate how a model for 

recognition might be developed and how it might look.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank all of the 

Education Committee members for their hard work and 

dedication, and to Gabrielle Prest, Linda Barrett and the 

NEC for their support and collegiality. 

Alexandra McCarthy, Chair - CNSA Education 

Committee

“INTRODUCING” –

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUR NATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In this edition of the CNSA News we continue our theme of 

introducing you to new NEC members. Without further ado,

let us meet our new Member for SA and Regional Group 

Coordinator, Carina Boehm.

CARINA BOEHM

The focus of my cancer nursing experience over the last 10 

years has been in paediatric haematology/oncology at the 

Women’s and Children’s Hospital in Adelaide. The 

highlight was coordinating a long term follow-up clinic for 

survivors of a childhood malignancy over a 3 year period 

and gaining an insight into the issues faced by this group.  I 

strongly believe that cancer nursing is a growing, evolving 

specialty and warrants a bigger profile, as the rate of 

survival increases. 

I have recently moved into an adult haematology/oncology 

setting in a busy day unit, also as a nurse/health counsellor 

on the Cancer Helpline at Cancer Council South Australia 

and relieving in paediatric palliative care. I am loving the 

learning curve, excited by these new ventures.

I was a regional group chair in Adelaide for two terms and 

with gentle coaxing felt the National Executive Committee 

was a natural progression. I am excited to be a part of this 

dedicated and passionate team, keen to learn and 

understand the bigger picture and be involved in state and 

national issues impacting on cancer nurses.

Away from the professional arena I am passionate about 

family…friends…felines…flowers...fitness...shopping...

shoes..travel and pink!
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Hunter Group Update

The Hunter Group has been successful in their bid to host 

the 2009 Winter Congress.

See page 2 of this edition for details of how to get involved

with the planning of this key event.

Colorectal Study Day

This Study Day was planned for later this month, but 

discovered to clash with TROG.  It has therefore been 

postponed until August 16th at the John Hunter Hospital.

Research Evening

Planning is in progress for a research dinner meeting in 

October/November in the Hunter Valley.

Lisa Bartley, Chair & Jennie Ferney, Acting Chair 

Hunter Group

Activities of Perth & Environs Regional Group:  

January – June 2008

In mid January the Perth and Environs Regional Group

held its first planning meeting to put together an education 

seminar program for 2008 calendar year. This meeting 

culminated in the planning of two half-day seminars and 

one dinner meeting in the year, to be held in April, July and 

October 2008. 

Following on, the committee hosted a wine and cheese 

evening on 25th February for local pharmaceutical industry 

representatives. The purpose was to ensure that we 

began our relationship with the industry in an open and 

transparent manner, both informing them of our 

commitment to member services and in turn gathering 

support for our events. 12 pharaceutical representatives

attended the meeting, each of whom gave us a firm 

commitment of ongoing support while we gained an

understanding of the legal and budget requirements of 

each organisation into the future.

Our first member event for 2008 was a half-day seminar 

starting with a sit down breakfast. The topic of Colorectal 

Cancer attracted 55 member and non-member RSVPs, 

with attendance on the day of 47 cancer nurses.  Speakers 

included a Colorectal Surgeon, Medical Oncologist, Stomal 

Nurse Specialist, and two patients who had undergone 

treatment resulting in a stoma.  Evaluations on the day 

provided positive feedback on our venue, our content and 

the professionalism of the seminar. This function was 

financially supported by Roche, Amgen, Coloplast and The 

Cancer Council WA.

Our next member event is a dinner evening – “Cancer in 

July”.  This will have a gynecological cancer focus, with 

guest presenter Tish Lancaster attending.

In the first 6 months, the activities of the group have

provided a fun learning experience for our fledgling 

committee. In my mind we have begun strongly with a high 

level of commitment and passion for cancer nurse 

education and professional development in Western 

Australia.

Sandy McKiernan, Chair – Perth & Environs Regional 

Group

REGIONAL CHAIRS FOR 2008

For further information about the CNSA Regional Group 

closest to you, contact a regional chair: 

MELBOURNE

Tina Griffiths

tina.griffiths@petermac.org

Ph: 03 9656 1925

HUNTER

Lisa Bartley (maternity leave)

lisa.bartley@healthecare.com.au

Ph: 02 49298727

Acting Chair Jenny Fernie

Jennie.fernie@healthecare.com.au

Ph: 02 4929 8794

ADELAIDE 

Tracey Doherty

tracey.doherty@health.sa.gov.au

Ph: 08 8226 6946, Mob: 0488 565763

BRISBANE 

Lyn Clarke

clarkel@ramsayhealth.com.au

Ph: 07 3394 6739

SYDNEY 

Tracy Cosgrove

tcosgrov@nsccahs.health.nsw.gov.au

Ph: 02 9926 7910
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CELEBRATING OUR NURSING 
HERITAGE

Although not strictly related to cancer nursing, this

wonderful and moving event demonstrates the intense 

dedication and passion of our Australian nurses past and 

present.  Gabrielle Prest recently attended a luncheon and 

awards ceremony, at NSW Government House, for women 

over 90 years who had made a significant contribution to 

nursing and society.  

One lady recognised at this event was ex nurse Hazel 

Woolston OAM who, following her retirement from nursing 

and midwifery, went on to train as an archivist.  During her 

nursing years she was instrumental in raising the profile of 

women’s rights; indeed she was an early advocate for 

fathers to be present at births.

As an archivist, Hazel has worked in a voluntary capacity 

for a number of nursing organisations and Institutions and 

interestingly worked on collating and recording the 

research works of another notable nurse of past times,

Muriel Knox Doherty.  

Muriel was responsible for setting up the first preliminary 

training school at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital.  In her 

capacity as matron-in-charge she was the first nurse 

appointed to the rank of squadron leader in the Royal 

Australian Air Force (RAAF), where she inaugurated the 

Royal Australian Air Force Nursing Service. 

After World War II she worked with displaced persons at 

Bergen Belsen concentration camp, as a member of United 

Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. 

The dedication of Miss Woolston has ensured that the work 

of Muriel Knox Doherty and many other esteemed nurses 

of recent decades will not go unnoticed by future 

generations.

CNSA NEW 2008

News articles, comments and items of interest from 

members are welcome and encouraged. Items should be 

forwarded in MS Word format and pictures in JPEG format 

via email to Maree Bransdon, Editor:

maree_bransdon@health.qld.gov.au.  

Deadlines for 2008 are: 30th June and 17th Sept.

HESTA NURSE OF THE YEAR

Cancer nurse Samantha Gibson of St John of God 

Hospital in WA has recently received this prestigious 

award.  In nursing a young mother with terminal cancer she 

not only helped her patient face a shock diagnosis and 

supported her through treatment to prolong her life, but 

also assisted her family in securing free accommodation 

and childcare whilst based in Perth.  Knowing the system 

Samantha advised on the early release of the patient’s 

superannuation, used to buy a house close to her mother.

Samantha comments “Patients don’t know what they don’t 

know. We find ways of not letting them fall through gaps in 

the system. Eighty per cent of what I do is advocacy.  For 

them the system is often overwhelming and impossible and 

that’s why, in every case, we can make a difference.”

We congratulate this well deserving winner!

CALENDER REMINDERS - EVENTS

12th – 14th JUNE 2008

CNSA 11th Winter Congress (incorporating the AGM 

and Members Forum)

Conrad Jupiters, Gold Coast

www.cnsa.org.au

17th – 21st AUGUST 2008

International Society of Nurses in Cancer Care (ISNCC)

SunTec Singapore - Intl Convention and Exhibition Centre

www.isncc.org

21ST – 24th AUGUST 2008

The Australian Lung Cancer Conference

Gold Coast  

www.lungnet.org.au

18th – 20th NOVEMBER 2008

COSA ASM 2008 

Sydney Convention Centre

www.cosa-iacr.org




